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Preserve Lathrop Homes!

As city faces loss of affordable rentals and foreclosure crisis, Chicago Rehab Network says

north side public housing development must be preserved as affordable community 

As Lewis A. Jordan takes charge as CEO of the Chicago Housing Authority this month, the Chicago Rehab Network is urging the housing manager to preserve the Julia C. Lathrop Homes, an historic, racially diverse public housing project on the city’s north side.

“Lathrop Homes is remarkable for its architecture and history as one of Chicago’s first public housing projects.  It also remains a necessary affordable housing resource within a rapidly gentrifying community,” said Kevin Jackson, executive director of the Chicago Rehab Network, the city’s leading coalition of affordable housing community developers and organizations.

“Instead of destroying Lathrop Homes, the CHA and Mr. Jordan should return to the agency’s initial plans and restore the 925 units. In its heyday, the complex represented the best of our nation’s effort to provide safe, clean, affordable housing. Today, Lathrop Homes can provide an affordable community in the midst of an economically diverse community,” Jackson said.

The design and location of Lathrop Homes -- low-rise buildings and rowhouses nestled in a neighborhood with an acute shortage of affordable housing -- make preservation a logical choice. Record foreclosure numbers will only drive up the demand for rental housing, and increase the need for affordable housing.  

“Lathrop doesn’t sit in an isolated island of poverty and disinvestment. The complex is part of a healthy, growing community that is both a transportation and job hub,” said Jackson. “Its residents already live in a mixed-income community. To demolish the complex and rebuild it doesn’t make sense.”

For more than four years, the Lathrop Leadership Team, a group of resident leaders that includes Local Advisory Council President Juanita Stevenson, has called on the CHA to consider Lathrop’s unique situation and reject a “cookie-cutter” approach. The residents’ Vision Statement calls for a mix of public housing, affordable rentals and affordable home ownership to serve both low- and moderate-income families, including workers in industrial, retail and service jobs along the Chicago River. “The Chicago Rehab Network strongly supports the residents’ campaign,” Jackson said. “As they rightly point out, it makes no sense for the CHA to use precious public resources to build market-rate homes when market-rate development is abundant all around Lathrop.”

(more)

CHA’s $1.6 billion Plan for Transformation touts “mixed-income communities” to provide housing and help residents break out of poverty. Currently, it plans to demolish Lathrop Homes and build 1,200 condominiums and townhouses. One-third of the housing would be reserved for CHA residents, one-third for moderate income and one-third for market housing. 

But the reality is that public housing resources are already stretched thin, and the plummeting market for upscale condos and townhomes has had a serious impact on the CHA’s mixed-income redevelopments across the city, according to the Rehab Network. “The CHA plan, which is scheduled for completion in 2015, is already five years late. These delays have left CHA residents and families with few choices. Redeveloping Lathrop would provide needed housing and help stabilize life for a number of CHA residents and families,” said Jackson.

“Chicago has a very sophisticated, experienced and dedicated group of nonprofit and for-profit community developers. Their record has long proven the viability of creating communities that are 100 percent affordable and architecturally sound. These developers would welcome the opportunity to improve Lathrop Homes,” said Jackson.

Affordable housing remains a premium in the city, with 72,533 people on CHA waiting lists. Before the housing complex is demolished, CHA should have to prove the financial infeasibility of preserving the complex, Jackson said. A Freedom of Information Act request to CHA, from the Chicago Rehab Network, revealed no viability studies that showed Lathrop could not be a healthy, viable public investment.

For more information on the Rehab Network’s position on Lathrop Homes, click here:

http://www.chicagorehab.org/resources/docs/policy/public_housing/crn_comments_on_fy2008_plan.pdf
The Chicago Rehab Network (CRN) is a citywide coalition of neighborhood based community based development organizations. Founded in 1977 by community groups seeking to pool expertise and share information, the coalition’s membership consists of over 40 housing organizations representing over 60 city neighborhoods. Over the years CRN’s members have created tens of thousands of affordable housing units and made a visible impact on some of Chicago’s most disinvested communities, while preserving affordable housing in some of its most rapidly gentrifying ones. Visit www.chicagorehab.org for more information.    
