
* Dollar amounts adjusted for inflation
Sources: 2000 U.S. Census; 2008 American Community Survey; Foreclosure data from RealtyTrac.com
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In Illinois, the Fair Market Rent (FMR) for a two‐bedroom 

apartment is $893. In order to afford this level of rent and 

utilities,  a household must earn $2,977 monthly or $35,723 
annually. Assuming a 40‐hour work week, 52 weeks per year, 

this level of income translates into a Housing Wage of $17.17.

In Illinois, a minimum wage worker earns an hourly wage of 
$7.75. In order to afford a two‐bedroom apartment, a minimum 

wage earner must work 89 hours per week, 52 weeks per 
year. 

In Illinois, the estimated average wage for a renter is $15.33 an 
hour. In order to afford a two‐bedroom apartment, a renter 
must work 45 hours per week, 52 weeks per year. 

‐Out of Reach 2009
National Low‐Income Housing Coalition

*Includes Pre‐foreclosures, Auctions and Bank‐Owned properties


