Advocacy Update:

Wednesday, December 10, 2003

New Five Year Housing Plan passes out of Committee 


The City of Chicago’s Five Year Affordable Housing Plan passed out of the Committee on Housing and Real Estate today after several hours of testimony and aldermanic requests for information and clarification.   Overall, the Plan and the Department of Housing received positive remarks about its initiatives, particularly its focus on State and Federal advocacy, and leveraged investments for community development and neighborhood improvements.  


Additional information was requested, and comments and clarifications were made in the following areas:

· Impact of incentive programs

· Quality of construction/development

· Impact of no basements in CHA

· Scope of DOH role in the CHA Plan for Transformation

· Analysis of the past five year plan’s impact

· Impact of Mayor’s Affordable Housing passed this past Spring 

· The relation of the Plan with supportive housing and the Mayor’s Plan to End Homelessness

· Affordable housing and the Latino community

· Analysis of family rental housing by bedroom size

· Importance of Preservation and its role in maintaining family rental housing

· Vigilance around the IHDA Trust Fund to prevent further reductions

· The relation between mixed income housing and inclusionary housing as they both have “set aside” requirements

· The Zoning Commission proposal for the central district and the effect of a density bonus for affordable housing.

A dozen alderman participated in the hearing today and Alderman Arenda Troutman asked that her appreciation to the CDC community and members of the Chicago Rehab Network be extended in recognition of the pasaage of the first five year plan and for your ongoing contributions.  The Plan and its reporting focus remains the most transparent forum for the city of Chicago in terms of its activities.  

The Plan will be voted at the next city council meeting, Wednesday, November 17, 2003. 

Our analysis will be available on our website www.chicagorehab.org
